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Learn About Michigan and The Black Hawk War of 1832  

at a FREE Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Program 

  

Hastings, MI–The Black Hawk War of 1832 was a conflict between the Sauk and Fox Tribes led by Chief 

Black Hawk and U.S. troops over ownership of land in eastern Illinois. Learn more from amateur historian 

John Gorentz at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute on Sunday, March 8 from 12:15 – 1 pm. The FREE program is 

open to the public. 

 

"The title of the presentation is Black Hawk Slept Here,” said Gorentz. “I will show photos taken on bicycle 

expeditions in southern Michigan to places along public roads where people once interacted with the Sauk 

leader Black Hawk and with events that touched on the 1832 war in Illinois and Wisconsin that was named 

for him. The things people did to each other at that time are not pleasant to contemplate, but I hope this 

presentation will add to the enjoyment of the southern Michigan countryside and our appreciation of our 

place in it." 

The major battle of The Black Hawk War was fought at the mouth of the Bad Axe River in southern 

Wisconsin. As a result of losing the war, the tribes relinquished their claim to eastern Illinois land and moved 

to a reservation in Iowa. 

For more information, visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is 

located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd, 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. 

Seven miles of groomed trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image: 

Sauk Tribe leader Chief Black Hawk led a war to reclaim eastern Illinois land. The war ranged from what is 

now Wisconsin into southern Michigan. (Image courtesy of Chicago Historical Society) 
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