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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Research Students Present Final Reports 

 

Hastings, MI—Undergraduate summer research grant recipients returned to Pierce Cedar Creek Institute on 

Saturday, September 20 to present their final reports to their mentors, faculty, and families. The undergraduate 

research programs at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute include the Undergraduate Research Grant for the Environment 

(URGE), the Gordon Art Fellowship, and the Nature in Words Fellowship.  

Eleven scientific reports, along with two Nature In Words and a Gordon Art Fellowship report were given during the 

morning. All reports will soon be available on the Institute’s website including: 

 Kalamazoo College students Jack Kemper and Abe Bayha studied the impact of honeybee hive introduction 

on the native bee population. The researchers, with help of mentor Dr. Ann Fraser, observed the native bee 

population on Institute property and then introduced a commercial bee hive. They collected and identified 

618 individual bees from 22 genera. Their data showed the native bee population decreases when a 

commercial hive is introduced. 

 

 Dan Buehler, of Western Michigan University, worked with the University of Virginia’s Dr. Holly Prendeville to 

study the American Bellflower and it’s adaptation to unique environments. He also studied pollinator impact 

on the persistence of the plant. 

 

 Grand Valley State University undergraduate researchers Jeff Bartman and Nate Kudla, along with mentor 

Dr. Jennifer Moore, studied the abundance of Eastern Massasauga rattlesnakes on Institute property. They 

made 88 captures with only 14 of the snakes having identification tags from the previous four studies. 

 

 Jim Jensen, from Grand Rapids Community College, worked with mentor Dr. Pam Laureto to study the 

hardwood forests at the Institute. Jenson randomly chose thirty 20 x 50 meter wood plots. He then identified 

and measured every tree and shrub in the overstory and understory of the plots—over 2,000 trees. Soil 

samples were also taken from each plot for analyzation. Jensen’s study provides a baseline for the study of 

ash trees and the emerald ash borer, forest succession, and as a stewardship management tool for the 

Institute. 

 

 Aquinas College’s Patricia Schlutt and Kalamazoo College’s Marie Hallinen were both “Nature in Words” 

grant recipients and presented a sample of the poetry they created while staying at the Institute. 

 

 

-MORE- 

 

 

 

mailto:dedeckerd@cedarcreekinstitute.org


 Katy Isles and A.J Wing, of Central Michigan University, along with mentor Dr. Peter Kourtev studied 16 

pitcher plants in a bog near Institute property. The researchers took liquid samples from the basin of the 

pitcher plant and are in the process of analyzing DNA to identify insects and other organisms digested by the 

plant’s enzymes. 

 

 Gordon Art Fellowship grant recipient Cassondra Ruso created two watercolor paintings of microscopic 

aquatic organisms called protists for her project entitled “The Beauty Beneath.” The Grand Rapids 

Community College biology major created numerous notebooks of sketches during the summer. 

 

In the past 10 years, the Institute has hosted 168 environmental, creative writing, and visual art researchers, plus 

49 faculty mentors. Nearly $970,000 has been invested by the Institute in undergraduate research since 2005. 

The Institute’s biological field station is independently-operated and not associated with one particular college or 

university. A consortium of twelve Michigan and Indiana colleges and universities are currently affiliated with the 

Institute and the field station advisory board is comprised of two representatives from each school. The consortium 

allows students research opportunities not available at their school, particularly for smaller schools without a school-

funded field station. The consortium includes: Albion College, Aquinas College, Calvin College, Central Michigan 

University, Cornerstone University, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids Community College, Hope College, 

Kalamazoo College, Olivet College, Valparaiso University, and Western Michigan University. 

 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is a mix between an environmental education center, nature center and biological field 

station. The Institute offers seven miles of hiking trails on 661 acres, plus environmental and sustainability 

programs to serve the community. Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information or to 

see a calendar of upcoming events. Follow the Institute on Facebook. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south 

of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are 

open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image BFS Student Presentations:  

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 2014 undergraduate research grants recipients gather with their mentors after 

presenting their final reports of the summer. 

 

Attached Image Cassie with Painting PCCI: 

Cassondra Ruso, 2014 Gordon Art Fellowship recipient, displays one of her paintings of microscopic aquatic 

organisms known as protists. Two of Ruso’s paintings are on display at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 

 

Attached Image Jim Jensen measuring trees PCCI: 

Grand Rapids Community College researcher Jim Jensen measures one of the over 2,000 trees in his mesic 

hardwood forest study at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 

 

Attached Image Jeff Bartman collecting snakes PCCI: 

Jeff Bartman, from Grand Valley State University, captures an Eastern Massasauga rattlesnake. 

 

Attached Image AJ and Pitcher Plants PCCI: 

Central Michigan University researcher A.J Wing extracts the digestive fluid from a pitcher plant for DNA analysis. 
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