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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Named “Distinctive Destination” in Barry County 

  

Hastings, MI – On Saturday, January 17, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute was awarded the 2014 Distinctive Destination 

Award by the Barry County Chamber of Commerce. Presented at the chamber’s annual dinner, the award celebrates 

individuals, businesses, and organizations that are recognized as a Barry County destination providing a valuable 

experience to visitors and residents alike. 

“The value of Pierce Cedar Creek to our community is beyond words,” said Barry County Chamber of Commerce 

President Valerie Byrnes. “Barry County prides itself on being that rural getaway situated amongst multiple urban 

areas and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is truly a showpiece of all that Barry County has to offer in our natural 

landscape. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute has done a phenomenal job creating hands-on learning experiences for all 

ages that are a draw for people within Barry County and beyond.” 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute has attracted people to Barry County from around the region for over 13 years. A mix of 

nature center and biological field station, the Institute is set on 661 acres of pristine Barry County land with diverse 

habitats and seven miles of public trails.  

 

Known for its quality programming and events, the Institute’s natural surroundings, facilities, and customer service 

are sought after on a local and regional level for corporate retreats, meetings, and celebrations. Activities that bring 

visitors into Barry County from Battle Creek, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, and Lansing, are the Institute’s Holiday Gift 

Show, monthly Sunday brunches, environmental conferences, sustainability and permaculture courses, annual 

Winter Festival, and quarterly art exhibits.  

 

The Institute’s distinctive earth-friendly architecture welcomes visitors into a unique community gathering place. 

Visitors are amazed when they walk through the doors and realize the hidden beauty revealed. The Visitor Center, 

Education Building, and Prairie View accommodations are all earth-berm designed to blend into the landscape and 

for energy efficiency. The heating system is geothermal, using the temperature of the earth to warm and cool the 

buildings. Passive solar heating is also utilized with wide expanses of south-facing windows.  

 

For more information, visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located 

south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd, 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails 

are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image: 

The staff of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute with the Barry County Chamber of Commerce 2014 Distinctive Destination 

Award. (From left) Matt Dykstra, Rick Hemerling, Barb Lancaster, Cathy Hart, Michelle Skedgell, Richard Centala, Mel 

Bowman, Dave DeDecker, Sara Syswerda, A.J. Smith, and Jennifer Howell. (Missing) Dan Belson, Todd Boyer, Sarah 

Buskirk, Hayden Doorlag, Marcia Dunnigan, Cindy Olmstead, Kyle Tomczyk, and Tadd Wattles. 

 

mailto:dedeckerd@cedarcreekinstitute.org
http://www.cedarcreekinstitute.org/

