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Public Forum on Environmental Issues in Barry County Hosted by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

 

Hastings, MI— A diverse and easily-accessible natural environment is an important part of Barry County’s character 

with resources such as the Thornapple River, Yankee Springs State Game Area, and over 300 lakes. From invasive 

species to erosion, water diversion to sprawl, there are many existing and potential environmental issues of concern 

for residents and government officials. On Thursday, October 16, from 9 am – 4 pm, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute will 

host a facilitated discussion on the “Environmental Issues in Barry County” with local and state experts available for 

questions from the community. 

Michigan’s State Climatologist Jeffrey Andresen, also an AgBioResearch scientist, will talk about climate change and 

its implications for tourism, agriculture, and the economy. Aaron Ferguson of Climate Health and Adaptation will also 

speak about the affect a climate shift may have on recreational and agricultural resources.  

“Participants will have opportunities to ask questions and contribute ideas,” said Institute Field Station and 

Education Director Dr. Sara Parr Syswerda. “Come ready to participate in the conversation so we can set priorities 

for researching and addressing these issues in Barry County. Topics will range from planning for the changing 

climate, challenges to game and non-game species of wildlife, the state of our water resources, and hydraulic 

fracturing.”  

Three panel discussions will address threats to water quality and quantity in the area; biodiversity and the state of 

wildlife; and natural resource management including forestry, agriculture, recreation, and land preservation. 

Panelists include: Joanne Barnard, Barry Conservation District and Thornapple River Watershed Council; Dr. Sara 

Parr Syswerda, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute; Elaine Sterrett Isely, West Michigan Environmental Action Council; Tom 

Funke, Audubon Society; John Paskus, Michigan Natural Features Inventory; Sara Schaefer, DNR Wildlife Biologist; 

Emily Wilke, Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy; and Jessie Bramer, DNR Forester 

This public forum will identify the big issues present in Barry County and bring stakeholders together to share ideas 

on environmental concerns for individuals, neighborhood, township, and county. 

Cost for Institute members and students is $15 and non-member cost is $18. Lunch is included. Pre-registration is 

required. Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org  to register, for more information, or to view a calendar of events. Find the 

Institute on Facebook. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles 

west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43.  
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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute members on the Thornapple River, one of Barry County’s most precious natural 

resources. 
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