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Evening of Fundraising Fun at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

(Hastings, Mich.) – Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s annual fundraiser, A Latesummer Night’s Green on 

Saturday, September 12, is a night of fundraising fun that guests simply won’t want to miss. 

Between the fantastic food, beer and wine, live music, interesting people, and unique auction and 

raffle items, opportunities for enjoyment abound, all while supporting a great cause. 

 

Guests will mingle during a strolling dinner prepared by Chef Paul Vugteveen that includes dishes 

like butternut squash walnut bruschetta and caramelized onion tarts. Afterwards, guests can catch 

up with old friends and meet new ones while taking in the sounds of local musicians and enjoying 

beer and wine.  

 

Celebrity auctioneers will entertain the crowd as they auction off a variety of unique items including, 

Heaven on the Au Sable River, a stay at Barothy Lodge, K Wings tickets and an autographed jersey, 

and 4-one day Walt Disney World Park Hopper Passes. Celebrity auctioneers include:  

Bonnie Gettys – Barry Community Foundation President/CEO 

Jessica Harthorn – WWMT Newschannel 3 Weekend Morning Newscast Anchor 

Slappy – Kalamazoo Wings Mascot 

A Surprise Celebrity Auctioneer from far, far away… 

 

Silent auctions consist of artwork by Dave Wilcox, Jeff Furrow and other talented artists, Detroit 

Pistons tickets, jewelry, handmade furniture, even a fishing trip on Brewster Lake – just to name a 

few of the 100 plus items up for bids. There’s something for everyone! 

 

“This year’s celebrity auctioneers will bring their own brand of enthusiasm and entertainment to the 

live auction,” says Michelle Skedgell, executive director at the Institute. “I continue to be amazed at 

the giving spirit of our community and am so grateful for those who step up on the stage for our live 

auction and, of course, for those who are willing to raise their hands in support during the bidding!”   

 

“We really have some amazing donations. Caroline and Dave Dimmers donated a long weekend stay 

at their cabin on the Au Sable River by Grayling that is an absolute treat. My family won it a few years 

back, and we have memories that are truly priceless.  I’ll warn people now.  I’ve got my eye on it this 

year and would love to have a bidding war on it. After all – it goes to a good cause,” Skedgell said 

with a smile.  
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Raffles will also take place throughout the night, culminating with two big prizes: a pair of kayaks 

(with paddles and car top carriers included) and a fall getaway in Hastings that includes a night in 

the luxurious AlFresco Suites. Be sure to buy raffle tickets early and often because they are on sale 

now, and it is not necessary to be present to win! Tickets may be purchased online at 

cedarcreekinstitute.org, 

 

Best of all, participants have the satisfaction of knowing that proceeds from this fabulous evening 

support the Institute in spreading awareness and appreciation of the outdoors and aid in the 

preservation of the natural world. The Institute’s growing list of programs and initiatives include 

research experiences for undergraduate students, community workshops and programs, and science 

education for area school children and teachers. Last year, the event was a tremendous success and 

raised $31,000 to support the Institute’s mission. This year the fundraising goal is a lofty, but 

certainly attainable $34,400. Event tickets are $40 for members and $50 for non-members. A 

limited number of table sponsorships are available for $350 and include four tickets and four 

commemorative wine glasses with a bottle of wine. To buy event tickets, raffle tickets, or to see a full 

list of auction items, please visit cedarcreekinstitute.org.  

 

### 


