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Raffle at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Supports Environmental Education Programs  

 

Hastings, MI—Whether you like to kayak, admire handcrafted art, or are committed to environmental education, 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute has an opportunity to be a winner. The Institute is raffling a kayak and a hand-quilted 

wall hanging with all proceeds supporting environmental education.  

The raffle features a 10' Pelican International Ultimate 100 SE kayak, double-bladed paddle, and car top carrier 

accessory, which is perfect for the beautiful rivers and lakes of Barry County. The second raffle item, a quilted wall 

hanging, is handmade by local fabric artist Pat Johnson and inspired by the work of Kenojuak Ashevak, a renowned 

artist regarded as one of the pioneers of modern Inuit art. Ashevak specialized in graphic media, and her art often 

features birds. Each panel of the wall hanging is a representation of Ashevak’s work. 

 

“We are very blessed to have an endowment fund set up by our founders, Bill and Jessie Pierce, which supports 

much of what we do out here,” said Michelle Skedgell, executive director of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. “But just 

like other nonprofits, support from our community is so important for us to not only build upon our mission of 

environmental education, but to also preserve and protect our endowment. The Institute will be here for a long time, 

and we want to make sure it continues to serve our community.” 

Skedgell went on to explain that the money raised from this raffle, and its upcoming annual fundraiser, A 

Latesummer Night’s Green on September 13, will help the Institute present a full calendar of community programs, 

continue to provide research experiences for undergraduate students, and expand its support of science education 

for area school children and teachers. The fundraiser will also feature celebrity auctioneers Patty Birkholz, 

Representative Mike Callton, Judge Michael Schipper, J-Ad Vice President Fred Jacobs, and WOOD TV8 

Meteorologist Bill Steffen.  

“We have been working hard over the past two years to update our strategic plan and in doing so have identified the 

need to provide more support to our local schools to improve science literacy,” said Skedgell. “Our Field Station and 

Education Director, Sara Syswerda, has begun working with Hastings and Delton preschools and is hoping to expand 

that support to other schools and grades.”   

–More– 
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Raffle tickets are available by calling the Institute at 269-721-4190.  Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10. The drawing 

will be held Saturday, September 13 at A Latesummer Night’s Green, but it is not necessary to be present to 

win.  Additional information on the event is available on the Institute’s website at cedarcreekinstitute.org.   

Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org  for more information or to view a calendar of events. Find the Institute on Facebook. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 

miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are open to the public seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Image - Kayak:  

Institute Education Assistant A.J. Smith holds a 10’ Pelican Kayak being raffled by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 

Proceeds of the raffle support environmental education. 

 

Attached Image – Art Quilt:  

Institute Operations Director Mel Bowman displays the one-of-a-kind quilted wall hanging made by local artist Pat 

Johnson. The quilt raffle is one way Pierce Cedar Creek Institute raises money to support environmental education 

programs in Barry County. 
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