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Workshop at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Examines Lake Ecosystems and Maintenance 

 

Hastings, MI—West Michigan is fortunate to have an abundance of lakes suitable for recreational purposes. On 

Saturday, September 27, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is holding an introductory workshop designed to help lake 

associations, township officials, conservationists, and waterfront property owners better understand how lakes work. 

An Introduction to Lake Ecosystems, from 9:30 am – 3 pm, will focus on understanding potential lake problems and 

how to address them early in order to save time and money. Experts from MSU Extension and the Institute will share 

their knowledge about lake ecology, the problems caused by aquatic weeds and invasive species, and solutions for 

lake management. 

“There are many variables in lake ecosystems that can cause problems,” said Institute Program Manager Matt 

Dykstra. “Like most things, prevention is less expensive than fixing something and a lake problem can quickly 

become very expensive to fix. This workshop will cover the basics of lake ecosystems, how to monitor a lake, and 

lake maintenance. It will also address the most common lake problems.”  

During the workshop participants will visit 13-acre Brewster Lake on Institute property and gain hands-on experience 

identifying submerged, floating, and other types of aquatic plants. Other topics of discussion will be algae blooms, 

excessive nutrients in a watershed, how to protect a lake from invasive species, maintaining natural shorelines, how 

to work with lake associations and townships, and what to look for in a lake management consultant.  

All workshop participants receive a copy of “A Citizen’s Guide for the Identification, Mapping, and Management of 

Common Rooted Aquatic Plants of Lake Michigan.” 

Cost for Institute members is $42 and $50 for non-members. Lunch is included. Pre-registration is required. 

Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org  to register, for more information, or to view a calendar of events. Find the Institute on 

Facebook. Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd., 2.5 miles west of M-

37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Seven miles of trails are open to the public seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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A student researcher conducts tests on Brewster Lake at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 
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