
June – August 2017

Highlights by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute:
• Biological Field Station Researchers are Back!
• No Family Left Indoors
• Volunteer Work Days

A thousand times a day, nature — in the most ordinary of places — has 
something to tell or show us; something it wants us to touch, smell, or 
feel; something it wants all of us, not just the overtly artistic, to express.

—Joyce McGreevy

Michigan Lily



Summer Project Excitement!
As I sit down in late March to write my “Letter from the 
Executive Director,” I find myself in the middle of some 
exciting projects that will be keeping us very busy this 
summer—and possibly into the fall. I also find myself feeling 
extremely grateful for the support we received that made 
these projects possible.

One major project will be to enhance our entry drive into the 
Institute. Thanks to a grant from the Robert and Mary Cary 
Foundation and a donation from the Douglas A. & Margaret 
E. DeCamp Foundation, we don’t have to spend time 
fundraising for this important Master Plan improvement—
we can get right to work! We’ll be installing a new, more attractive welcome sign, 
enhancing the landscaping, adding parking near Cloverdale Road, and installing stone 
pillars along the drive to direct guests toward our facilities. Our guests will have a fresh 
and more inviting entryway greeting them—a much needed enhancement after 16 years 
of operation!

Another project will be the installation of a children’s activity and natural play area. 
Thanks to a grant from Spectrum Health Foundation Pennock Hospital, we’ll be building 
this area right across from the Celebration Garden by Prairie View. We’re still in the 
planning stages, but it will have activity stations with an “Animal Olympics” theme along 
with some logs, sticks, stones, and sand where kids can dig, build, explore, and enjoy a 
healthy and fun outdoor adventure.

And, finally, thanks to a grant from the Barry Community Foundation, we will be installing 
a greenhouse near the DeCamp & Gordon Maintenance Facility. This greenhouse will 
be used to support our stewardship, research, and programming efforts. Our plans 
include propagating native plants from seeds collected on the property and possibly 
growing some vegetables and herbs for Chef Paul’s use. Many times our summer college 
research students need greenhouse space for their projects, and, of course, it will be a 

great outdoor classroom for community 
and school programs.  

Summer truly is going to be busy at the 
Institute, and I hope you’ll come visit 
and check up on our progress. I cannot 
thank our supporters enough for making 
these enhancements possible—and our 
staff and volunteers who will turn these 
donations into amazing improvements 
for everyone we serve.

All three of these projects will require a 
great deal of volunteer help. I can’t help 
but end with a shout out to anyone who 
wants to get involved. Just let me know! 

(269) 721-4470
skedgellm@cedarcreekinstitute.org   
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Executive Director Michelle Skedgell

One of the seven activity stations that will be installed this 
summer in the new Children’s Animal Olympics Activity and 
Natural Play Area funded through a generous grant from 
Spectrum Health Foundation Pennock Hospital.
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Local Conservation Issues

during other times of the year. Warmer lake 
temperatures could result in more frequent 
harmful algae and bacterial blooms that 
cause fish kills and beach closures.

The changing suitability of Michigan for 
both native and non-native species—
and the resulting effect on overall 
ecosystem structure and function—is 
another impact of climate change. With 
a longer growing season, invasive plants 
like purple loosestrife and phragmites, 
which are already more aggressive than 
native species, are predicted to be able 
to adapt better than native wetland plant 
species. Additionally, with warming water 
temperatures in the Great Lakes, 19 warm 
water fish species from the Mississippi River 
and Atlantic Coastal Basins may be able 
to invade the lower Great Lakes. Plus, with 
reduced ice cover on lakes, there is greater 
potential for native fish egg mortality during 
winter storms. 

Michigan’s climate is changing, and the 
impacts of this change on plants, animals, 
and ecosystems across the state have 
already been observed. Some impacts 
will create opportunities while others will 
create new problems for land managers and 
conservationists. Of particular concern are 
the impacts of the changing climate on the 
growing season, ice cover on lakes, and the 
suitability of the climate for both native and 
invasive species.  

In recent years, with soil temperatures 
warming earlier in the spring, farmers 
have been able to plant crops sooner, 
and, as a result, Michigan’s growing 
season has lengthened. In fact, according 
to data from the National Climatic Data 
Center, Michigan’s growing season has 
gained ten additional days since 1950. 
This increase can be beneficial for some 
farmers but harmful for others. With a 
longer growing season, farmers may be 
able to plant crops not traditionally grown 
in Michigan. Moreover, if row crops like 
corn and soybeans can be planted earlier 
in the year, their yields will be potentially 
higher. On the other hand, perennial crops 
like cherries and apples face increased 
risks with warming climate since they are 
more likely to break dormancy earlier and 
then face crop losses if spring frosts occur. 
The changes in the growing season will 
also impact other portions of the natural 
resources sector, including the likely 
decrease in the production of maple syrup 
in Michigan; the climate will simply become 
too warm for production. 

Another noticeable impact of Michigan’s 
changing climate is the decrease in lake 
ice, both on smaller local lakes and on 
the larger Great Lakes system. According 
to the Great Lakes Integrated Sciences 
and Assessments Program (GLISA), ice 
coverage declined by 71% overall on all five 
Great Lakes and Lake St. Clair from 1973-
2010. This decline has several important 
implications for Michiganders. Reduced ice 
cover can cause more evaporation of water 
into the atmosphere, which causes both 
increased lake-effect precipitation during 
the winter, as well as potentially lower lake 
levels over time. Reduced lake ice could 
also change dynamics for creatures that live 
in the lakes. Since the lakes stay warmer 
during the winter, they will also stay warmer 

The Impacts of Climate Change in Michigan

Dick Moehl, Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association creativecommons.org
According to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Ocean Service, there was near record 
level ice cover over the Great Lakes, as seen here at the White Shoal Lighthouse in Lake Michigan, January 3, 
2017. Topping 90 percent recently, this ice could help reduce evaporation and contribute to higher lake levels.

Ultimately, the impacts of climate 
change reach far beyond changes to the 
environment; the changing climate will 
impact economic, social, and recreational 
opportunities in Michigan for years to come. 
Hopefully, by making some changes and 
adapting to its new climate, Michiganders 
will continue to thrive.

Ways you can help reduce your impact on the climate, also 
known as your carbon footprint:

• Drive less or carpool
• Conserve energy
• Use renewable energy
• Eat less meat
• Insulate your home
• Reuse and recycle
• Use less water 

NOAA Great Lake Environmental Research Laboratory 
creativecommons.org

Harmful algae bloom on Lake Erie.



URGE Research Projects
Calvin College
Kristin Strydhorst and Chace Scholten are returning to the 
Institute with their advisor Darren Proppe to study whether 
grassland birds can be attracted into a new habitat through 
song. They will also be testing the use of drones to identify the 
location of grassland songbird nests. 

Central Michigan University
Samantha Engster and Calli Morris will work with Brad Swanson 
to study how turtles utilize space within different habitats, 
including lakes and streams. Several turtles will be monitored 
throughout the summer using radio transmitters. 

Grand Valley State University 
Eastern massasauga rattlesnakes will again be the area of focus 
for mentor Jennifer Moore and her students Caleb Krueger and 
Arin Thacker. They will be expanding their research outside of the 
Institute, looking for additional snake populations and evaluating 
the snakes’ ability to move between populations.

Hope College
Hope College has two projects overseen by three faculty 
members—Jinahua Li, Greg Murray, and Thomas Bultman— that 
overlap in their area of focus. The researchers will be setting 
up a permanent plot in which to do the studies on the edge 
of several forests. Emily Arendsen and Madison Buckner will 
be looking at how the forest edge affects the diversity and 
abundance of invasive plant species, and Jenni Fuller and 
Micaela Wells will be investigating how the edge affects the 
functional diversity of microbes. 

Western Michigan University
Jill Syrotchen and Yan Yee Ong will be working with Stephen 
Malcolm to study how an aphid that specializes on milkweed 
plants impacts the growth and form of the milkweeds. 

Biological Field Station Update
2017 Researchers 
The field station is ready for another year of new researchers, projects, and programs. In addition to the four programs from previous 
years, the Institute is also offering a new program that provides housing and meals to researchers who have their own outside funding. 
These housing grants help students with the expense of carrying out research in the local community. 
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2017 researchers and mentors.

Nature In Words Fellow
Kalamazoo College
Elise Houcek will be working with her faculty mentor Amy Newday 
with a project titled On the Bank of a River…A Re-imagining. 
The project will consist of a collection of fifty poems about the 
interconnectedness of life and the environment modeled after the 
surrealist movement in poetry.

Gordon Art Fellows
Kendall College of Art and Design 
Dayna Walton and mentor Nancy Hart will work on a project titled 
Earth Colors. Dayna will study the use of ethically-sourced natural 
materials to create environmentally-conscious dyes and textiles. 
She will be using natural plant materials to create dyes to develop 
natural illustration paintings, as well as textile pieces like flags 
and banners. 

Valparaiso University 
Jordyn Romersberger and mentor Sarah Jantzi will complete a 
project titled Dirt, Worms, Bugs, and Other Filthy Essentials of the 
Human Experience. Jordyn will create a series of oil paintings that 
will explore the human connection with aspects of nature while 
challenging the viewer’s expectations of art.

Steeby Land Management Fellows
There are two Steeby Land Management Fellows this year. Alyssa 
Willson of Aquinas College and Kathryn Fassett of Grand Valley 
State University will work with new Stewardship Manager Corey 
Lucas in maintaining and restoring the Institute’s natural areas. 

Food and Housing Grants
This new program provides student researchers that have outside 
funding with food and housing support to help them carry out 
their summer work. There will be three student researchers at the 
Institute taking advantage of this opportunity. Zachery Pitman of 
Grand Valley State University will continue his research from last 
year looking at the impact of prescribed fire on spotted knapweed 
and the germination of native plants. Nick Preville and Justin 
Radecki of Grand Valley State University will both be working on 
a project that has been monitoring the condition of both Cedar 
Creek and the Coldwater River.



 

No Family Left Indoors
Summer Fun for the Whole Family!
Summer is a great time for families to get outside and enjoy time together. A number of Barry County non-profits are working together to 
provide outdoor activities for families through the No Family Left Indoors program again this year. This program is generously supported 
by Spectrum Health Pennock Hospital.

Date  Name of Event  Location    Host

June 13  Family Night at Camp  Camp Algonquin    YMCA of Barry County
Families can enjoy a concentrated camp experience, including camp games, a climbing wall, and a boat ride.

June 20  Exploring McKeown Bridge Park McKeown Bridge Park   Barry County Parks and Recreation Board 
Enjoy a family night together fishing, building and flying a kite, and roasting hot dogs and marshmallows, all while exploring the great 
out-of-doors at McKeown Bridge Park in Hastings.

June 27   World War I    Charlton Park    Charlton Park    
This program will highlight the centennial of the U.S. entering the Great War. Explore military and home life to discover how World War I 
changed a nation. Activities will include making mini-parachutes, coded messages, Navy signal flags, and more!

July 11  Pond Exploration   Battle Creek Outdoor Education Center  Clear Lake Camp 
Get a peek at who lives beneath the surface of the water. Catch wiggling, hopping, or diving pond critters from the dock. The evening 
will end with a campfire and marshmallow roast.

July 18  Summer Concert   Barry County Fairgrounds    Community Music School 
Students from the school will be playing an outdoor concert during the County Fair. Instruments will be available to touch and explore.

July 25  Wild Art    Pierce Cedar Creek Institute   Pierce Cedar Creek Institute  
Collect natural materials that can be made into distinct art projects. Make a fairy or toad house, three-dimensional collage, mobile, 
or something completely unique. 

August 1  Introduction to Birding  Stage Coach Park    North Country Trail Association
Take a short hike on the Paul Henry Trail while looking for birds. The hike will introduce participants to the basics of bird watching. 

August 8  Hop into the Prairie  Hidden Pond Preserve   Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy 
Participate in an insect investigation in the tall grass prairie at the preserve. Look for grasshoppers, crickets, other hoppers, mantises, 
beetles, and other insects.

August 15 Story Trail   Hastings Public Library   Hastings Public Library  
Write a story while stopping at stations along the River Walk Trail. The stories will be bound into a book that participants can take 
home with them. 

Generously supported by:

All programs are Tuesdays from 6:30 – 8 pm. 
Go to cedarcreekinstitute.org for more information, a map of program locations, and registration.

Programs may be canceled or postponed due to inclement weather. Check the Institute website or Facebook page for updates. 
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Cedar Creek Scenery
Bryophytes at the Institute
Bryophytes are a common group of organisms often 
overlooked by both the public and biologists. Including 
mosses, hornworts, and liverworts, they photosynthesize like 
trees and grasses but are non-vascular, meaning they lack 
vascular tissues that other plants have to transport water and 
nutrients. The lack of these tissues limits their size—most are 
small, only a few inches in height. Although found all over the 
globe, they are most common in relatively moist, warm areas 
where there is a reduced need for vascular tissues. Another 
unique feature is their reproduction. They do not produce 
seeds like vascular plants but reproduce through spores, and 
during most of the life cycle, bryophytes are haploid, having 
one set of chromosomes, instead of diploid, having two sets of 
chromosomes, like most plants and animals. 

Mosses are the most familiar of the bryophytes with 
approximately 12,000 known species. Relatively common in 
Michigan, they are known for their luxuriant growth in damp 
forests, covering logs and damp ground. Liverworts, the most 
primitive type, are easily identified by their larger flattened 
leaves. Hornworts, the rarest bryophytes, are most closely 
related to vascular plants; there are only about 100 known 
species worldwide.  

To learn more about these unusual plants, as well as ferns, 
attend the Bryophytes and Ferns program and hike on July 29. 
More information available on page 10.
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Liverwort by Jason Hollinger creativecommons.org
Interesting, beautiful, and colorful patterns of bryophytes that nature shares with us.

Hornwort by Janson Hollinger creativecommons.org

Butterfly Monitoring
Humans have been drawn to butterflies, their beautiful colors, association with flowers, and distinct flight for years. Recently, butterflies—
and monarchs in particular—have been in the news due to the many challenges and threats they face. The largest is habitat loss. The 
conversion of natural areas and pastures into suburbs and agricultural land has reduced the habitat where butterflies can carry out 
their lifecycles. Since many butterflies are specialist herbivores in their larval stage as caterpillars—meaning they only eat specific plant 
species—they are more vulnerable than would otherwise be expected. Another threat is the widespread use of insecticides. Whether neo-
nicotinoids on landscape plants, genetically modified crops in agricultural areas, or just injudicious spraying in home gardens, pesticides 
have begun to impact butterflies inadvertently, especially when they are in their larval stage.

The Michigan Butterfly Network is a citizen scientist program that monitors butterflies throughout the state. They will be hosting a field 
trip to the Institute in August in hopes of identifying some of the 60 species of butterflies that have been found on the property. See page 
11 for more information.  

The Institute provides native milkweeds, nectar plants, and shelter for monarchs throughout their 
annual cycle of reproduction and migration.

Spicebush Swallowtail by Rodney Campbell creativecommons.org



Cedar Creek Scenery
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Welcome to the Institute, Ellen, Corey, and Jim!
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute happily welcomed two new members to its staff in March: 
Program Coordinator Ellen Holste and Stewardship Manager Corey Lucas. Most recently, 
Ellen has worked in the Department of Teacher Education at Michigan State University (MSU) 
and helped organize the Michigan State University Science Festival. Ellen received her PhD 
in Forestry and Ecology with a specialization in Environmental Science and Policy at MSU. 
Her research focused on reforestation through plant-soil-fungal interactions, with work being 
completed both in Michigan and Costa Rica. Ellen has also worked as a policy intern both in 
Michigan and Washington, D.C., an environmental educator in Georgia, and a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Guatemala. She has spent many years teaching science to people of all ages and 
brings a lot of passion and many unique skills to the education department, including her 
ability to conduct programs in Spanish.

Before joining the Institute’s staff, Corey worked for the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Wildlife Division in the deer hunter program, particularly helping to monitor 
for Chronic Wasting Disease. Corey, a Barry County native, received his bachelor’s degree in 
biology from Western Michigan University. Corey’s previous experience working for the DNR also includes positions in the Waterfowl and 
Wetland Program and the Eastern Box Turtle Project. Additionally, Corey spent 14 years as a civil engineer working on over 600 design 
projects. He also worked in the agriculture industry for six years. Along with extensive experience, Corey brings a passion for conservation 
and land management to the position, which he shares with new Stewardship Assistant Jim Kolar. 

We are very excited to have Ellen, Corey, and Jim on staff. Please be sure to welcome them the next time you’re at the Institute!

Ellen Holste (L) and Corey Lucas (R).

Institute staff use trail cameras to monitor wildlife across the Institute’s property. Below are a few behind the scenes examples.

White-tailed deer American mink Sandhill crane

Great blue heron Hooded merganser Wild turkey

Pileated woodpecker Wood duck Kingfisher



A Place to Meet and Volunteer

8

 

Summer Volunteer Work Day Schedule
Spotted Knapweed Control

Saturday, June 24
8:30 am – 1 pm

Autumn Olive Control
Saturday, July 15
8:30 am – 1 pm

Purple Loosestrife Control
Saturday, August 12

8:30 am – 1 pm

ScienceStrong Volunteers 

Our ScienceStrong volunteers have been 
busy, ensuring local students have access to 
high quality science learning opportunities. 
They have helped with field trips, classroom 
visits, supply gathering and delivery, and new 
science curriculum and activities. Overall, 
these dedicated volunteers contributed over 
120 hours from January to March 2017, 
reaching students from across Barry County. 

Specifically, several volunteers helped with 
a new kindergarten program in January and 
February, a unique engineering and physics 
field trip that integrated team building 
with being outside in nature, even when 
the weather was cold and snowy. Twenty 
classes from three school districts—Delton 
Kellogg, Hastings, and Thornapple Kellogg—
experienced this program, and because 
of these volunteers, each of the visits was 
a success. Volunteers also supported the 
Institute’s partnership with Hastings Area 
Schools by assisting in the assemblage of 
materials for about 150 elementary science 
curriculum kits to be used by nearly 1,300 
students in about 50 classrooms.  

Thanks to all our ScienceStrong volunteers—
Michelle Benningfield, Barb and Larry Case, 
Caroline Dimmers, Michelle Duits, Jan 
Hartough, Debi Kilmartin, Carolyn Meitz, Venus 
Milleson, Jeanne Swander, Deb Vanderveen, 
Barbara VanDyken, Al White, and Bonnie 
White—who have been such an integral force 
in bringing more science opportunities to the 
students of Barry County and beyond! 

New for the Summer: 
Saturday Volunteer Work Days
Please help the stewardship department battle a 
variety of invasive plants this summer, including 
spotted knapweed, autumn olive , and purple 
loosestrife. Water and work gloves will be 
provided. Please wear comfortable, close-toed 
shoes. Long sleeves, long pants, and insect 
repellent are highly recommended. If it rains, 
work days will be cancelled. For information on 
cancellation, please call (269) 721-4190. 

All work days are followed by a free lunch and 
program about the invasive species controlled 
that day. The program will focus on identification 
and control of the invasive species in question, 
as well as a discussion on the potential threats 
to native ecosystems. A perfect blend of service 
and scholarship!

Lunch and Learn: Solar Eclipse Viewing Event
Monday, August 21   Lunch: 12:30 – 1:30 pm     Program 1:30 – 3 pm

North America gets to experience a total solar eclipse on August 21. This will be the first 
eclipse since 1918 to extend across the continent. While the Institute will not be in the path 
of the total eclipse, it will provide a great opportunity to experience a partial eclipse. Enjoy 
lunch, then join others to observe and experience this phenomenon. Program Coordinator 
Ellen Holste will demonstrate how to make a pinhole projector to safely view it. Special eclipse 
glasses will also be available to directly observe the sun. Please register by August 17. 

A solar eclipse occurs when the moon passes between the earth and sun, totally or partly 
obscuring the sun. The moon’s diameter appears larger than the sun’s, blocking all direct 
sunlight thus turning day into night. However, total darkness only occurs in a small area 
across the earth’s surface. This total eclipse will be viewable exclusively in the United States 

in a small band that runs from Oregon to South Carolina. A partial eclipse will be seen in other parts of North America, South America, 
Europe, and Africa. 

Members $10   I  Non-Members $14
Program is free.  You do not need to attend lunch to enjoy the program. 

Some ScienceStrong volunteers; Barb 
Case (top), Venus Milleson (2nd), Jeanne 
Swander (3rd), and Al White (bottom).



 

Supporting the Mission
A Garden of Memories
Looking for a unique way to remember loved ones, honor friends, 
or celebrate special occasions? Pierce Cedar Creek Institute has a 
place for that: the Celebration Garden. Located near the entrance to 
Prairie View and the head of the Yellow Trail, the Celebration Garden 
is a beautiful testament to the many lives it represents. It is also a 
beautiful display of native trees, shrubs, wildflowers, and grasses and 
a perfect place for contemplation.

All memorial and tribute donations are recognized in a gift book in the 
Visitor Center. For gifts of $250 or more, a planting within the garden 
will be named for the person or event to be remembered. There are 
currently twelve designated plantings in the garden, all of which are 
labeled on a map in the gift book. For more information on making a 
gift to the Celebration Garden, contact Development Director Cathy 
Hart at (269)721-4131 or hartc@cedarcreekinstitute.org or visit 
cedarcreekinsitute.org.

A Celebration of Giving
Thursday, June 29    6 – 8 pm    Refreshments will be served. 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is many things to many people. It is an environmental education center and a biological field station. It is 
a destination, a refuge, and an inspiration. From the perspective of the staff, Board of Trustees, and Fund Development Council, it is 
a dynamic community of giving, a constant reminder of the generosity and commitment of our donors.

To celebrate this philanthropic spirit in our community of giving, we are proud to introduce the new Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 
Giving Society at a special kick-off on Thursday, June 29. This kick-off will allow us to do one of our favorite things: celebrate and 
thank the donors who make all the work we do here at the Institute possible. Because all donors are vital contributors to the 
Institute’s success, all members who give a donation above the cost of membership will be a part of the Giving Society. More 
information about the Giving Society, the Institute’s planned gift program, and the Institute’s Master Site Plan will be presented at 
the kick-off. Please RSVP by June 23 at (269)721-4190 or cedarcreekinstitute.org.

Summer Science Exploration Program
Students from across Barry County will participate in the third annual Summer 
Science Exploration Program for High School Students in July. Taught by Institute 
staff, Delton Kellogg High School teacher Connie High, and Hastings High School 
teacher Marty Buehler, the program will engage students in hands-on learning 
about the environmental issues facing Barry County. Students will hear about 
environmental issues from scientists and land managers, visit field sites to see 
issues like land fragmentation and invasive species, and participate in work 
experiences and research to learn how to address these issues. 

Throughout the program, students will have opportunities to teach others about 
the importance of conservation and environmental stewardship. They will also 
take part in team-building and leadership activities at Clear Lake Camp. “We 
are so excited for this new phase of the program. We have learned a lot over the 
first two years of the program, and we really wanted to make this year’s program 
more hands-on so that students understand concrete ways they can help the 
environment where they live,” explained Education Director Sara Syswerda.

Save the Date!

Saturday, September 9
6 – 9 pm

Barry County high school students from the summer 2016 program 
sampled water in Cedar Creek, the Thornapple River, the Grand River, 
and in Lake Michigan as a part of their water quality research study. 
Students worked together to sample and analyze water for chemical 
and biological contaminants, and they presented their findings to the 
public at the end of their research experience. 
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Ice Cream Social, Artist’s Reception,  
and Family Science Night
Wednesday, June 21
6 – 8 pm 
Bring the family out for this fun and free 
celebration of the beginning of summer. 
Activities include Steve Nelson’s Artist’s 
Reception, music by Kalamusic, arts and 
crafts, pond exploration, science activities, 
nature walks, and, of course, ice-cream!

FREE

Environmental Issues Forum: 
To Divide or to Heal: Climate Change, 
Evolution, and Religion
Friday, June 23  Noon – 1 pm
Interested in the interface of science and 
religion for a number of years, Sarah Bodbyl 
Roels from MSU will discuss gracious and 
responsible dialogue around divisive issues 
in science and religion, focusing on both 
evolution and climate change as mini-case 
studies. It will be an opportunity to explore 
how religious traditions treat these topics. 
Please register by June 22 for lunch.

Program is FREE  |  Lunch is available for $10

July Dinner
Sunday, July 9
Dinner: 5 pm Program: 6 pm
Summers at the Institute revolve around 
the research program. Learn about the 
inspiration and questions that drive the 
summer researchers and gain insight into 
what it takes to complete these projects.

Member Adults $16; Children $8
Non-Member Adults $18; Children $9
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4 – 10)
Program is free. You do not need to attend 
the dinner to enjoy the program.

Permaculture Design Course: 
Animals in Permaculture Systems 
Saturday, July 15    9 am – 5 pm
Just as animals are an important part of 
natural ecosystems, they can also play 
a critical role in the healthy functioning 
of a permaculture landscape. Learn how 
to integrate domestic animals into a 
permaculture system to produce healthy 
foods and maintain productivity. Program will 
take place at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 
Lunch is included. 

Members $85   |  Non-Members $105 
Additional family members: $55 each

Calendar of Events
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Plein Air Painting Adventure
Saturday, June 10  10 am – 4:30 pm
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts (KIA) 
Instructor Susan Badger will lead this 
workshop to practice and improve skills 
for sketching or painting the landscape 
while being outside. The demonstrations 
will be mainly in watercolor; however, 
students are welcome to work with any 
materials they would like. Beginners, as 
well as advanced students, are welcome 
to attend. Lunch and snacks will be 
included. E-mail questions to Susan at 
badgerburrow@aol.com. Sign-up through 
the KIA at kiarts.org or by calling (269) 
349-7775, x33101.    

Institute or KIA Members $65
Non-Members $85

Permaculture Design Course: 
Food Forests 
Saturday, June 17  9 am – 5 pm
Managed forests within a permaculture 
landscape can produce food, fuel, 
and organic compost. Learn how to 
integrate trees to improve productivity 
of landscapes and homesteads. 
Participants will visit a permaculture site 
near Lawton. Lunch is included.

Members $85   |  Non-Members $105 
Additional family members: $55 each

Father’s Day Dinner
Sunday, June 18
Dinner: 5 pm  Program: 6 pm
Celebrate fathers with dinner at the 
Institute. The evening’s program will 
feature information about the full solar 
eclipse that will move across the United 
States this August. Richard Bell of the 
Kalamazoo Astronomical Society will 
highlight what an eclipse is, where 
to see the eclipse, and how best to 
experience it.  

Member Adults $16; Children $8
Non-Member Adults $18; Children $9
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4 – 10)
Program is free. You do not need to 
attend the dinner to enjoy the program.

Environmental Issues Forum: 
Microbes in Ecosystems
Thursday, July 20  Noon – 1 pm
Raising sheep in New Zealand is a 
massive industry in a country where sheep 
outnumber humans by about 10 to 1. 
Dr. Tom Bultman spent three months in 
2015 on a project investigating the growth 
and effects of endophytic fungus inside 
perennial ryegrass, the main food source 
for sheep in New Zealand paddocks. 
Endophytic fungus can produce alkaloid 
chemicals in the grasses that can be toxic. 
Dr. Bultman will describe this fascinating, 
interacting, biological system with huge 
economic implications and show the results 
of this research. Please register by July 19 
for lunch.

Program is FREE  |  Lunch is available for $10

No Family Left Indoors: Wild Art
Tuesday, July 25  6:30 – 8 pm
See page 4 for more information.

Early Childhood STEM Professional 
Development Program
Thursday and Friday, July 27 and 28
9 am – 4 pm
Early childhood teachers will explore topics 
in earth, physical, and life sciences they can 
share with their students. Teachers should 
come prepared to participate in hands-
on activities and dressed to go outside. 
Continental breakfast and lunch included. 
Please register by July 21. 

FREE thanks to ScienceStrong funding.

Bryophytes and Ferns
Saturday, July 29  9 am – Noon
While many people are drawn to plants with 
flowers, there are a wide variety of unusual 
plants hiding in plain sight. Whether it 
is mosses, liverworts, or ferns, these 
ubiquitous plants have survived for millions 
of years in a variety of habitats. David 
Wendling of Wild Ones will help participants 
understand their unique life histories and 
learn how to identify some of the dozens of 
species at the Institute during this program 
and hike.

Members $6  |  Non-Members $8



Register online at cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.
Pre-payment may be required for some events.
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Lunch and Learn: 
Can Humans Produce Food Without 
Killing the Planet?
Friday, August 4
Program: 10:30 am – Noon Lunch: Noon – 1 pm
Education Director Dr. Sara Parr 
Syswerda will explore current challenges 
agricultural ecosystems in Michigan face 
and opportunities for environmental 
improvements in the agricultural 
industry. She will discuss socioeconomic, 
environmental, and political influences 
driving rapid change in the agricultural 
landscape of the state and the nation. The 
program will also feature an introduction 
to Sprout, a local non-profit in Battle Creek 
that seeks to produce food and provide 
education and job opportunities to the 
residents of Battle Creek. Register by 
August 3 to reserve a lunch.    

Program: FREE  
Lunch: Members $10  |  Non-Members $14

BBQ and Music
Sunday, August 13
Dinner: 5 pm Music: 6 – 7:30 pm
Enjoy a delicious barbeque dinner and 
music by Michigan-based bluegrass band 
Fauxgrass. Its creative approach to a 
familiar musical style is a breath of fresh 
air, and something worth experiencing for 
the acoustic music lover.

Dinner and Music: 
Member Adults $24; Children $11
Non-Member Adults $26; Children $12
Music Only: Adults $10; Children $5 
(Children ages 4 – 10)

Butterfly Network Field Trip
Thursday, August 17 2 – 5 pm
Join biologists from the Michigan Butterfly 
Network in an exploration of the bountiful 
species of butterflies that reside in the 
Institute's natural areas. On a guided hike, 
attendees will use guide books, binoculars, 
and nets to accurately identify butterflies. 
No experience is necessary to participate, 
and all ages are welcome! Some physical 
activity is required. Sign up for the program 
at michiganbutterfly.org.  

Institute or Kalamazoo Nature Center 
Members $15  |  Non-Members $20 

Permaculture Design Course: 
Preserving the Harvest 
Saturday, August 19 9 am – Noon
In temperate areas like the midwest, 
food preservation is an important way of 
enjoying the products of a permaculture 
landscape throughout the year. Chef Josh 
Musinski will demonstrate a number of 
methods for preserving food including 
freezing, canning, and pickling. Program 
will take place at Pierce Cedar Creek 
Institute. Pre-registration is required.   

Members $20  |  Non-Members $27 
Additional family members: $15 each

Lunch and Learn: 
Solar Eclipse Viewing Event
Monday, August 21
Lunch: 12:30 – 1:30 pm 
Program: 1:30 – 3 pm
See page 8 for more information.    

Program: FREE  
Lunch: Members $10  |  Non-Members $14

Art Exhibit
Gardens of Industry
Photographs by Steve Nelson

Steve Nelson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Art and Art History at Hope 
College where he has taught photography since 1989. His photographs have been 
exhibited widely, including a two-person exhibition “Ripple Effect” in 2016 at Kendall 
College of Art and Design in Grand Rapids, Michigan, that focused on the post-industrial 
complex of the Plainwell Paper Mill and the surroundings. Steve’s photographs will be for 
sale and on display throughout the Institute’s Visitor Center June through August with a 
reception on Wednesday, June 21 from 6 – 8 pm.

“Ruins hold a unique position in shaping our 
perspective of time and sense of place. The 
experience of observing the transitory stages 
of nature and human form raises questions 
regarding our notions of progress, order, and 
permanence.  I am drawn to these uncelebrated 
spaces because they are both sublimely beautiful, 
yet harbor uneasiness in their decaying structures 
and organic growth. I am alone, confronted with a 
quiet entropy of weathered structures harboring 
tenuous vegetation, devoid of human purpose. 

Through these photographs I question institutions 
of power, the value of industry and production in 
furthering the human condition. What was the 
value of the production process of this industry 
with regard to balance of commerce and the 
resulting environmental impact?  What will the 
function of these spaces be in the future? Will 
they ever find a function, or will they continue to 
decline and ultimately face demolition?  I hope 
that the questions raised through the photographs 
contribute to the conversation about purpose and 
function and our perceptions of the past, present, 
and future conditions.”
                —Steve Nelson

Caldron

Reliquary
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The corporate membership program provides valuable support to Pierce Cedar Creek Institute as we work toward our mission. Along 
with our other members and supporters, our corporate members help protect the natural beauty of Barry County and provide important 
educational opportunities to residents of southwest Michigan. Thank you!


