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Highlights by Pierce Cedar Creek Institute: 
 A Latesummer Night’s Green 

 Environmental Concerns for Barry County 

 Grow Your Own Mushrooms 

 Bats of Michigan 

 Lake Ecosystems 

Natural resource protection is a major concern for many countries around 

the world. In the southwest United States, specifically California, residents 

and businesses have started to experience an extreme lack of water as 

reservoirs reach dangerous depletion levels. As climate trends shift and 

more extreme weather patterns become more common, West Michigan 

stewards need to ask what they are willing to do to protect their beautiful 

water resources—small lakes, rivers, streams, and even the Great Lakes. 

This autumn, the Institute is offering educational programs about 

environmental issues facing the region and, on a smaller scale, how to 

understand and manage neighboring lake ecosystems. We hope to see you 

this fall!  

Virtually the entire watershed of Brewster Lake lies within the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

nature preserve. The lake is one of the most pristine lakes in Southwest Michigan. 



development and suburban sprawl, 

particularly in the northwest portion of the 

county. There has also been increased 

development of the land surrounding the 

300+ lakes in Barry County and more 

intensive management of the lakes in 

order to control aquatic plants. Land use 

is also changing with large residential 

developments replacing open fields and 

small farms. Land conversion and 

development leads to several 

environmental problems, including 

increased impermeable surfaces, 

increased risk of flooding and water 

pollution, the loss of wildlife habitat and 

biodiversity, and increased susceptibility 

to invasive species.   
  

Lack of waste management 

infrastructure  
  

Barry County residents have less access 

to recycling and composting facilities 

compared to many surrounding counties, 

and recycling rates are much lower than 

rates of communities with better recycling 

facility access. Michigan has an overall 

recycling rate of 20% of recyclable 

materials actually being recycled, which is 

lower than the national average (29%). 

With an increase in recycling, life of the 

one landfill available in Barry County could 

be extended. Recycling facilities would 

also produce more jobs for the people of 

Barry County (Michigan Recycling 

Partnership, 2014).  

Threats to surface and 

groundwater quantity and quality 
  

There are major threats to both the quantity 

and quality of water available for human 

consumption and recreational use. The 

expansion of oil and gas development 

poses a risk of increased water pollution 

through the failure of well infrastructure, 

well leaks, and oil spills. There are also 

problems with water pollution from waste 

water generated during the extraction 

process. Gas extraction through hydraulic 

fracturing (fracking) uses large amounts of 

groundwater with an average drilling well 

requiring three to eight million U.S. gallons 

of water over its lifetime (Groundwater 

Protection Council, 2013). Due to the large 

amount of water used for hydraulic 

fracturing, expansion of this practice could 

significantly reduce the amount of water 

available for human consumption and 

agricultural purposes.  
  

Another significant threat to water quality is 

pollution from golf courses, residential 

lawns, and agricultural systems. While 

many businesses, homeowners, and 

farmers are environmentally conscious and 

take steps to prevent pollution, many 

people are unaware of this growing threat. 

Among the concerns is a risk of fertilizers, 

pesticides, and manure flowing into ground 

and surface water when not applied at the 

right time or in the proper amounts. In some 

areas of Barry County, nitrate (a common 

chemical from manure and fertilizer) levels 

in drinking water are higher than the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s 

recommended levels for human 

consumption. Although county health 

departments work extremely hard to control 

health threats to ground water, there are 

additional concerns for groundwater quality 

coming from leaking underground storage 

tanks and septic systems.  
  

Preservation of rural heritage and 

land development 
  

Barry County is traditionally thought of as 

rural—with many small farms and a large 

concentration of state land. In recent years, 

there has been some concern about 
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Scott Bauer, USDA Agricultural Research Service, 

bugwood.org  

Southwest Michigan is fortunate to have abundant natural resources with hundreds of 

lakes, rivers and streams, as well as large tracts of picturesque woodlands and prairies. 

Residents of the region take pride in the small, rural communities and the joys of life 

close to the land. Because of such natural abundance, citizens also have a responsibility 

to protect these precious resources. Southwest Michigan is currently faced with several 

large environmental issues. Each of these issues will pose challenges to area residents 

and lawmakers.  



Vulnerability to climate change 
  

Barry County is particularly susceptible to 

impacts of climate change. According to 

Michigan Department of Agriculture data 

(2009), Barry County derives about $94 

million in revenue from agricultural 

products. The impacts of climate change, 

particularly increased risks for drought, 

floods, and extreme storm events, could 

put the region at risk for agricultural crop 

losses. Many of the residential areas along 

the Thornapple River, particularly in 

Hastings and Middleville, are at increased 

risk for flooding events and subsequent 

property damage.  

 

A way forward 
  

Many environmental challenges seem 

daunting at first, but with broad-ranging 

education and strong community 

involvement, Barry County can maintain its 

rural atmosphere while progressing 

economically and still protecting the 

natural resources that make it unique in 

Lower Michigan.  
  

On Thursday, October 16, Pierce Cedar 

Creek Institute will be holding an objective 

and educational program about the 

environmental issues facing Barry County 

and the West Michigan Region. From  

9 am – 4 pm, a facilitated discussion will 

take place among area experts to identify 

important environmental issues and bring 

the community together to address such 

issues. Local government officials and 

representatives on the municipal, 

township, county, and state levels are 

encouraged to attend, as well as 

concerned citizens and organizations. See 

page 11 for registration information.  
  

Sara Parr Syswerda,  

Field Station and Education Director 
  

Ground Water Protection Council; ALL 

Consulting. 2013. http://

www.netl.doe.gov/File%20Library/

Research/Oil-Gas/shale-gas-primer-

update-2013.pdf 
  

Michigan Department of Agriculture County 

Food System Profiles. 2009. Available at: 

http://www.michigan.gov/

documentsmdaCounty_Food_System_ 

Profiles_292923_7.pdf  
  

Michigan Recycling Partnership. 2014. 

Recycling 101. Available at: 

http:www.michiganrecycling 

partnership.com/recycling101.html 

Your Presence Is Greatly Appreciated 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 13 

6 – 9 pm 
 

Fundraising is a necessary part of operating a nonprofit. Here at the Institute, 

we have a great recipe for a fundraiser you will enjoy, and one that provides the 

support needed to build upon our mission of environmental education. 

Attendees at last year’s, A Latesummer Night’s Green donated $22,000 

through ticket and raffle sales, auction purchases, table sponsorships, and 

general donations. This year we’ve set our sights high; our goal is $27,000. 

Your help is needed! A member ticket is $40 and is one step toward our 

fundraising goal. But it isn’t just about reaching a fundraising goal; it is about 

helping us continue to build upon our mission of making nature an integral part 

of each of our lives. 

 

Members $40  l  Non-Members $50 
 

Table Sponsorship - $150 
Table sponsorship includes a commemorative bottle of wine, four glasses, and 

acknowledgement in the evening’s program. 
 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Skedgell, Executive Director 

 

 

 

This Year We Have Celebrity Auctioneers 
Our live auction will be even more fun this year because we have some  

very special guests participating. What they don’t have in auctioneering  

skills, they make up for in generosity and enthusiasm.  

 Come see what they have to auction! 
 

 Patty Birkholz, MI League of Conservation Voters, West MI Director  

 Mike Callton, State Representative 

 Fred Jacobs, J-Ad Graphics Vice President 

 Michael Schipper, Barry County District Court Judge 

 Bill Steffen, WOOD TV8 Chief Meteorologist 



Protecting Barry County Lakes —Lakeshore Management   
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Barry County is known for its 300+ lakes. 

The lakes range from small private ones 

with a single landowner to larger ones, 

such as Gun Lake, that have hundreds of 

homes along the lakeshore. While similar 

in many of their origins, the lakes have a 

range of sizes, depth profiles, and 

hydrology. What they all have in common 

is people’s interest in using them for 

recreation and enjoyment.  
 

Lakes are used for boating, waterskiing, 

swimming, fishing, and other recreational 

activities. When the human population 

using a lake is small, the impact on the 

lake is also small, but as the human 

population rises, the pressure and 

disturbance on a lake can increase 

exponentially. Lakeside residents 

sometimes remove natural shorelines, 

plant lawns, and work to create sandy 

beaches. Swimming areas are created by 

removing aquatic vegetation. Fisherman 

and boaters disturb aquatic vegetation 

and sometimes transfer invasive species 

from lake to lake. Fish can be over-

harvested, leading to conditions with too 

few predators and much larger 

populations of small fish. 
 

One of the most common complaints 

pertaining to lakes is that they have too 

much aquatic vegetation. Aquatic plants 

or “weeds” interfere with the recreational 

opportunities on the lake. Aquatic 

vegetation is an important component of 

the natural ecosystem. When disturbed or 

removed, aquatic invasive species will 

move in to take advantage of the 

disturbance, grow rapidly, and often 

cause more problems than original 

vegetation. There are a number of control 

measures to manage aquatic vegetation. 

These include harvesting and cutting, 

herbicides, and aquatic insects. However, 

when used indiscriminately, each can 

cause more problems than initially existed.   

Introduction to Lake Ecosystems 
Saturday, September 27   9:30 am – 3 pm 
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is offering a one-day 

workshop focused on lake ecology, aquatic vegetation, 

and lake management. The workshop will feature 

experts to help lake residents and association leaders 

protect the resource they love. Participants will receive a 

copy of “A Citizen’s Guide for the Identification, Mapping, 

and Management of Common Rooted Aquatic Plants of 

Michigan Lakes.” Pre-registration is required, with a 

registration deadline of September 23.  
 

Members $42  |  Non-Members $50 
Lunch is included. 

ScienceStrong—Explore, Experience, Engage 
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Education Department Needs Your Support. 
 

The Institute has been promoting and providing quality environmental education programs in the West Michigan community since 

2001. In 2005, efforts were expanded to include research and field-based course experiences for undergraduate students, and now, 

after nearly a two-year strategic planning process, the Institute is prepared to improve science literacy throughout Barry County and 

West Michigan for preschool through high school students and educators. The Institute’s goal is to expand science resources 

available to teachers and students in order to improve student learning and teacher performance. With community support, the 

Institute will strive to provide the following programs:  

 A lending library of science equipment for teachers to use in classrooms 

 A preschool partnership program to offer curriculum, training, and support for preschool educators and students to improve 

science education starting with the very youngest learners 

 An elementary partnership to enhance the resources teachers have in their classrooms and improve the ability of the 

teachers to take science-related field trips  

 A middle and high school program to encourage teachers to engage their students in independent research projects and 

improve college readiness. 
 

Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org/donate or call (269) 721-4190 to learn how you can help with a donation of time, talent, or treasure. 
 

Sara Parr Syswerda, Field Station and Education Director 

Michelle Skedgell, Executive Director 

To deal with these issues, lake residents 

need to do two things. First, recognize 

that lakes are natural systems, and 

expectations of the lake should 

correspond to the natural qualities of the 

lake. Not all lakes are naturally clear, 

sandy-bottomed, and weed free. Not all 

fish can survive in a given lake. Many 

lakes in this part of Michigan have mucky 

edges and lots of aquatic vegetation. Lake 

residents can try to fight it, but this is the 

condition the lake has been in for 

thousands of years. Second, most lakes, 

and especially intensively-used ones, will 

benefit from a management plan. The 

plan should not be exclusively to manage 

aquatic vegetation or fish but primarily 

about managing the people. A formal 

management plan can help ensure the 

water resource is protected and can 

identify potential problems before they 

become a crisis.  
 

Matt Dykstra, Program Manager 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute’s 13-acre Brewster Lake, 

located along the Brewster Lake Trail (red trail). 
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Nature Notes 

Disease in Animals 
 

Diseases are as common in the animal and plant world as they are 

to humans. Wildlife, from trees to deer, commonly suffer from illness 

and disease. Like humans, animals and plants can survive the 

onslaught of disease, but they occasionally perish. Unchecked 

disease will escalate and become a problem for an entire ecosystem. 

However, many dedicated biologists, naturalists, and 

conservationists are working diligently to understand, prevent the 

spread, and eliminate these diseases. 
 

One such disease is white-nosed syndrome (WNS), which is a fungal 

disease causing high mortality in bats across the eastern United 

States. The first case was documented in New York, and the disease 

has subsequently been documented along the East Coast and is 

rapidly moving west. Because of the rapid spread, the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has been monitoring this 

disease in Michigan bat populations. Much to the DNR’s 

disappointment, WNS was found in Alpena, Mackinac, and Dickinson 

counties this April. Discovered only eight years ago, little is known 

about WNS. Scientists do know the fungus causes bats to rouse from 

torpor (a condition similar to hibernation) and burn fat stores during 

winter, essentially starving them to death. The fungus can only grow 

in cool (40-60°F) temperatures, making it highly adapted to attack 

large populations of bats who roost in caves and mines. Negative 

impacts will be loss of bat diversity and an increase in insect 

population (a bat food source), which may cause agricultural 

damage. For more information, visit michigan.gov/emergingdiseases. 
 

A second disease of concern in Michigan is a snake fungal disease (SFD). The endangered eastern massasauga rattlesnake (EMR) has 

already suffered devastating population reduction due to human persecution and habitat loss. Now SFD is spreading through the 

snake’s population. The origin of SFD disease is a fungus called Ophidiomyces that has been known to infect and cause death in 

captive snakes. In 2008, three EMRs in Illinois were found to have the disease. In 2010, another EMR with SFD was taken into 

captivity and attempts were made to rid it of the fungus. All four snakes ultimately died. Although it has not been officially documented, 

it is suspected that SFD is present in Michigan. Researchers in North and West Michigan are monitoring for the disease to determine 

how it is spread and how likely an outbreak will be for larger populations. Student researchers at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute are also 

monitoring the local population of EMRs for this troubling disease. 
 

— AJ Smith, GIS and Education Assistant 

Fanciful Fungi   
 

Of all of the various kinds of organisms, fungi are among the least recognized for their 

importance. Fungi are a diverse group connected by a set of common features, most importantly 

a cell wall made from chitin (the same polymer that makes up insect exoskeletons) and glucans 

(a polysacharide). Fungi includes yeasts, molds, and mushrooms.  
 

Fungi spend most of their lives 

underground hidden from view. Even 

larger mushrooms are a network of 

threadlike structures slowly gathering 

nutrients from the breakdown of organic 

materials. They only become conspicuous 

when, in the right conditions, they form 

their reproductive structure 

(mushrooms). For a week or two, they are 

obvious, but when the mushrooms dry 

up, disintegrate, or are harvested, the 

fungi return to a hidden life.  
 

Despite their hidden nature, fungi play important roles in both the natural world 

and in human life. The most obvious way is through the eating of mushrooms. A 

wide variety of mushrooms are edible, but proper identification is essential, 

because many mushrooms are toxic when consumed. 
 

Matt Dykstra, Program Manager 

Bats of Michigan— 

Presented by the Organization for Bat 

Conservation 
Saturday, November 1   6:30 – 8 pm 
 

Discover the fascinating 

world of Michigan bats! 

Often misunderstood or 

overlooked, bats play a key 

role in the state's 

environment and economy. 

In this live animal program, 

participants will learn why 

bats are important to the 

state, where Michigan bat 

species are located, and how to identify them.  
 

The presentation will also cover the greatest threats facing 

Michigan bat populations, including white-nose syndrome---a 

deadly fungus that has already killed 6 million bats in the U.S.  
 

Member Adults $6, Children $4 

Non-Member Adults $8, Children $6 (Children ages 4–10) 

Grow Your Own Mushrooms 

Saturday, October 11  1 – 4 pm 
 

One way to have edible mushrooms is to actually 

grow a crop to harvest at home. Chris Wright of 

Easygrow Mushrooms and Composting will be 

leading a workshop on growing mushrooms. Wright 

will begin the workshop with a presentation on 

mushroom basics, which will be followed by the 

inoculation of a log with the participant’s choice of 

mushroom. A wide variety of kits will be available, 

including shitake, oyster, reishi, and chicken of the 

woods. Pre-registration is required. The registration 

deadline is October 3.  
 

Members $55  |  Non-Members $65 

A “Fanciful Fungi” found on the Institute’s 

property, possibly a Jack-o-lantern mushroom. 

http://www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases/0,4579,7-186-56206---,00.html


Cedar Creek Scenery 

Michigan DNR Supports Prairie Restoration Efforts  
 

This past growing season, the Institute was awarded $18,200 

by the Michigan Department of Natural Resource’s Wildlife 

Habitat Grant Program (WHGP). The funding has enabled the 

Institute to increase the amount of prairie habitat on the 

property while also improving the condition of firebreaks that 

surround existing prairie plantings. The additional 12 acres of 

native grass and wildflowers planted behind the Education 

Building creates over 22 acres of contiguous prairie habitat that 

is potentially attractive to native ground-nesting birds such as 

Henslow’s sparrows and other featured species such as eastern 

massasauga rattlesnakes.   
 

In addition to increasing prairie habitat, funding was used to 

enhance firebreaks by widening them to prevent both 

prescribed and wild fire from escaping into undesirable areas. 

The firebreaks were also planted with cool-season legumes and 

clover. These food plots will benefit various wildlife species by 

providing nutrients during a time of year when food tends to be 

sparse, benefit native vegetation by decreasing the browsing 

pressure of white-tailed deer and wild turkey, and benefit 

recreational users of the Institute’s trails by increasing wildlife 

viewing opportunities. 
 

Jen Howell, Stewardship Manager 

Otters Among Us!  
 

Ever since Tadd Wattles, Facilities Manager, initially discovered river 

otters on Brewster Lake this past spring, staff and volunteers have 

been diligently scouting the property to determine whether these 

playful and elusive critters represent a resident population or are 

simply passing through. The Institute is fortunate to be able to take 

advantage of volunteer Jan Reed-Smith’s expertise on this subject. 

She is the Director of the African Otter Outreach Project and has 

decades of experience researching and taking care of captive otters. 

Reed-Smith has spear-headed the efforts of fellow otter scouters Dan 

Auer, Kyle Tomczyk, and Emily Dunnigan to find more otter signs (i.e. 

scat and footprints) and learn more about the otters’ use of the 

property. While trail cameras have captured interesting images of 

beaver, great blue herons, white-tailed deer, and Canada geese, they 

have not been successful in capturing an image of elusive river otters. 

Be sure to check out the Institute’s Facebook page for important 

updates on the status of river otters at the Institute! 
 

Jen Howell, Stewardship Manager 

Grow Native! Update  
 

This summer, Institute members, volunteers, researchers, guests, and 

staff (many of whom are Grow Native! Project supporters) enjoyed 

blooming flowers and pollinator activity on the thriving Visitor 

Center berm planting. The Stewardship Department kept busy 

weeding the berm and installing an additional 2,280 plugs of 

native grasses. Stewardship staff hopes to initiate Phase Two of 

the Grow Native! Project in Spring 2015. Please join their efforts 

on Phase Two to raise funds necessary and convert nearly 

7,000 square feet of non-native grasses and weeds to valuable 

native prairie species on the Education Building berm. 
 

Jen Howell, Stewardship Manager 

Tall Grass Prairie by Jim Toburen 

North American River Otter 

Terry Spivey, USDA Forest Service, bugwood.org 

Coreopsis is one of the many species that was planted on the Visitor Center berm. 
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A Place to Meet and Volunteer 
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What our Supporters are Saying  
 

Barb Van Dyken is a lover of all wild 

things. She has been a volunteer at the 

Institute since its beginning and has 

helped with many of the educational 

events, primarily walks and hikes involving 

birds and wildflowers. 

 

“I have always loved the natural world and 

have loved to teach,” said Van Dyken. 

“The people that go on those hikes are so 

refreshing, so interested in learning, and 

they like to have a good time. So do I. I 

have a long history in my family of 

mothers and grandmothers who were 

avid birders, gardeners, and wildflower 

enthusiasts. I picked it up from them, and 

when we moved into the Barry County 

woods about 20 years ago, it became a 

natural process for me to learn more 

about the natural world around me.” 
 

Van Dyken was a nurse and in healthcare 

for 50 years. She has done everything 

from taking care of very small newborns 

whose mothers were drug addicts to 

caring for end-of-life patients through 

hospice.  
 

“I enjoyed it all, but the last nine years I 

spent with Barry County Mental Health,” 

she said. “I worked almost entirely with 

outpatients and their families to help with 

their lifestyles and medications.”  
 

Now she volunteers at the Institute and 

also travels with groups on birding trips 

around the country. 
 

“I am 67 years old, and it is very mentally 

stimulating to prepare for these hikes and 

the questions I might be asked. 

Sometimes I can answer the questions, 

and sometimes I can’t. It’s a real plus for 

me because it keeps my brain operating, 

and it makes me do research and look up 

things. There was a young home-schooled 

girl who was just enthralled with 

dandelions. It’s a very common flower 

with so many uses, and she knew all the 

uses. That was a total delight.” 
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute thanks Barb 

Van Dyken for her years of volunteering, 

expertise, and passion for the natural 

world. The Institute is grateful to all our 

volunteers, without whom its many 

environmental education programs and 

trail maintenance would not be possible. 
 

“The wonderful thing about Pierce Cedar 

Creek is there is always something for 

everybody,” Van Dyken concluded. “It 

doesn’t mean you have to go on the hikes 

or pull the invasive plants, but there is 

always something at the Institute that 

needs to be done. Whether it’s at the 

front desk or in the dining room, the staff 

makes it fun for you. They are always 

happy to have you on board and to make 

you feel a part of the place. That’s really 

important to a volunteer.” 
 

If you would like to volunteer at the 

Institute, call (269) 721-4190 or sign up 

at cedarcreekinstitute.org/volunteer. 

A Great Meeting Place and Team-Building Space 
 

On 661 acres of diverse habitat with over seven miles of hiking trails, the 

Institute combines the relaxation and beauty of nature with a professional 

atmosphere—the perfect location for business meetings, retreats, award dinners, 

or other functions. 
 

The Institute has room for up to 44 overnight lodgers at three different locations 

on the property. Two of the properties have living room areas for team-building 

exercises or socializing. The Visitor Center has room for 250 people in the 

auditorium, dining room, and commons area. Additional room is available for 

smaller groups in the adjacent Education Building with two 24-person 

classrooms. 
 

The group Spirit Weavers has been holding two workshop retreats a 

year at the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute since January, 2011.  
 

“We speak not only for ourselves as workshop leaders but also for all 

the participants and guest teachers who have been blessed to stay at 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute,” said Spirit Weaver organizer Kate Durda. 

“We can't thank the staff enough for their hospitality, helpfulness, 

flexibility, and sheer greatness! Everyone at the Institute does all they 

can to ensure a wonderful retreat for their guests. Finally, all of our 

workshop participants deeply appreciate that the Institute is an 

environmentally-friendly caretaker of the earth.”  
 

The Institute’s staff is dedicated to serving guests and focuses on making the event a success at a reasonable cost. There are no 

hidden fees for extra services, such as using AV equipment. To receive an information packet, contact Chef and Hospitality Coordinator 

Richard Centala at (269) 721-4410 or by email at centalar@cedarcreekinstitute.org. 

 

Visitor Center: commons area (above) and dining room (below) 

Volunteer Barb Van Dyken 

mailto:info@cedarcreekinstitute.org


Calendar of Events  

Learn more about the 2014 undergraduate research students online! Read about 

their summer projects, discoveries, and get caught up in the enthusiasm. Visit 

cedarcreekinstitute.com/2014students.html 

Annual Coat Drive 
September 1 – December 31, 2014 
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is collecting 

gently-used and new winter coats and 

blankets during regular business hours. 

Collection begins September 1, 2014 and 

continues through December. All collected 

coats and blankets will be distributed locally 

to those in need through Second Hand 

Corners. Donations may also be dropped off 

during any weekend program sponsored by 

the Institute. 
 

In appreciation for a coat or blanket donation, 

the donor will receive a coupon good for $1 

off per person included in your party for any 

Sunday Brunch at the Institute. 
 

Donations can also be dropped off at Second 

Hand Corners at the corner of East State and 

South Jefferson Streets in Hastings, during 

regular business hours, after October 1.  
 

Pushing the Limits—Oil! 
Thursday, September 11 

Noon – 1 pm 

At the Hastings Public Library 
 

Upton Sinclair’s book “Oil!” is a fictional 

account of the 1920’s oil boom in California. 

The plot of the book involves the oil industry, 

corruption, and worker’s rights. While written 

in the 1920s, many of these issues are still 

relevant to today’s energy sector. The 

discussion will use the book to explore the 

modern economic, environmental, and social 

aspects of the energy industry.  
 

Free 
 

 
“Cycles of Earth” Art Exhibit 
September – November, 2014  9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday  Free Admission 
 

Larry-Michael and Becky Hackenberg of Three Rivers, a husband and wife duo, share a clear love of Michigan in 

their art.  
 

Larry-Michael, a painter and photographer, scans his original watercolors, enhances, and sometimes merges them 

with his photographs. He prints watercolors as limited edition 8-color museum quality prints on archival paper with 

archival inks. His printing process allows the art to be displayed outdoors year-around. “I paint and photograph the 

ordinary life all around me,” said Larry-Michael. “It all seems sacred to me. Because of that, my paintings seem to 

exhibit something of the spirit of that surrounding life and of its well-being, which beckons me.”  
 

“My creative expression is fed by my curiosity and reverence for the natural world,” Becky added. “It grants me 

access to nature's treasures. Bringing these treasures to the wider world through my art is a source of joy and 

continued inspiration and has helped bring into existence an art business with my husband called Cycles of Earth 

Arts and an artists' collective called the Three Rivers Artists Guild.”  
 

Meet the artists at their reception, Sunday, October 12, noon – 2 pm. The Hackenbergs’ exhibit, Cycles of Earth, 

will be on display at the Visitor Center September – November, 9 am – 5 pm. 

Red-headed woodpecker photo is one of the many photos by Larry-Michael Hackenberg that can be displayed outdoors year-around. 
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Calendar of Events  Calendar of Events  

Annual Coat Drive 
September 1 – December 31, 2014 
 

Pushing the Limits—Oil! At the Hastings Public Library 

Thursday, September 11   Noon – 1 pm  Free 
 

Invasive Shrub Removal Workdays 
Fridays, September 12, 19, and 26  9 am – Noon  Free 
 

Prairie Hike 
Saturday, September 13   1 – 3 pm 

Members Free  |  Non-Members  $6; Children $3 
 

A Latesummer Night’s Green 
Saturday, September 13   6 – 9 pm 

Members $40  l  Non-Members $50 

Table Sponsorship - $150 (includes a commemorative bottle of wine, four 

glasses, and acknowledgement in the night’s program) 
 

Introduction to Lake Ecosystems 
Saturday, September 27   9:30 am – 3 pm 

Members $42  |  Non-Members $50 (Lunch is included) 
 

Invasive Shrub Removal Workdays 
Fridays, October 3, 10, 17   9 am – Noon  Free 
 

Writing Haiku  
Saturday, October 4   9 am – Noon 

Members $15  |  Non-Members $20 
 

Trees for Life 
Saturday, October 4   Noon – 3 pm  Free 
 

Tree Identification Hike 
Friday, October 10   6 – 8 pm 

Members Free  |  Non-Member Adults $6; Children $3  
 

Invasive Shrub Removal Workdays 
Fridays, September 12, 19, and 26 

9 am – Noon 
 

Join the stewardship staff to remove a 

prevalent invasive species from the Institute. 

The removal of invasive shrubs helps to protect 

diversity in existing natural areas. Volunteers 

should wear long sleeves, long pants, and 

sturdy footwear. Participants are welcome to 

bring their own pruning tools, saws, and gloves, 

but the Institute will also have some available.  
 

Free 
 

Prairie Hike 
Saturday, September 13 

1 – 3 pm 
 

Prairies are most impressive in the late 

summer, with many of the grasses, asters, and 

goldenrods in bloom. During this hike, 

participants will explore the prairies at the 

Institute, learning prairie history, how prairies fit 

into the larger landscape, and identifying 

common plant and animal species. The hike will 

cover approximately 1.5 miles on easy terrain. 
  

Members Free  |  Non-Members  $6; Children $3 
 

A Latesummer Night’s Green 
Saturday, September 13 

6 – 9 pm 
 

See page 3 for more information. 
 

Introduction to Lake Ecosystems 
Saturday, September 27 

9:30 am – 3 pm 
 

See page 4 for more information. 
 

Members $42  |  Non-Members $50 
Lunch is included. 
 

Invasive Shrub Removal Workdays 
Fridays, October 3, 10, 17 

9 am – Noon 
 

Join the stewardship staff to remove a 

prevalent invasive species from the Institute. 

The removal of invasive shrubs such as autumn 

olive and multi-floral rose helps to protect 

diversity in existing natural areas. Volunteers 

should wear long sleeves, long pants, and 

sturdy footwear. Participants are welcome to 

bring their own pruning tools, saws, and gloves, 

but the Institute will also have some available.  
 

Free 
 

Brewster Lake Trail head (red trail) 



Calendar of Events 

Grow Your Own Mushrooms 
Saturday, October 11    1 – 4 pm 

Members $55  |  Non-Members $65 
 

October Brunch and Program 
Sunday, October 12    11:30 am and 1 pm 

Member Adults $14; Children $7   |  Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4 –10) 
 

Environmental Issues in Barry County 
Thursday, October 16    9 am – 4 pm 

Students and Members $15  |  Non-Members $18  (Lunch is included) 
 

Arts and Eats 
Saturday, October 18 and Sunday, October 19 10 am – 5 pm   
Free admission at every venue 
 

Cooking with Beer 
Saturday, October 25    3 – 5 pm 

Members $15  l  Non-Members $18 
 

Bats of Michigan – Presented by the Organization for Bat 

Conservation 
Saturday, November 1    6:30 – 8 pm 

Member Adults $6; Children $4  |  Non-Member Adults $8; Children $6 
(Children ages 4-10) 
 

Dried Flower Arranging 
Saturday, November 8    9 am – Noon 

Members $20  |  Non-Members $25 
 

Holiday Gift Show and Lunch 
Sunday, November 9    11 am – 3 pm 

Lunch Seating Times:  11 am – Noon  |  12:15 – 1:15 pm  |  1:30 – 2:30 pm 

Member Adults $11; Children $6  |  Non-Member Adults $13; Children $7 
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4–10) 
 

Herbal Holiday Gifts  
Wednesday, November 19    6:30 – 8 pm 

Members $22  |  Non-Members $26 

Writing Haiku  
Saturday, October 4 

9 am – Noon 
 

Haiku is a traditional form of Japanese poetry 

that has become popular around the world. While 

simple and short in form, it often conveys a sharp 

contrast leading to a sense of the profound. Kirk 

Hendershott-Kraetzer, English professor at Olivet 

College, will lead a workshop helping participants 

to understand and appreciate haiku and craft 

their own poems. Participants are welcome to 

bring their own notebooks and writing utensils. 

Pre-registration is required.  
 

Members $15  |  Non-Members $20 
 

Trees for Life 
Saturday, October 4 

Noon – 3 pm 
 

The planting of a 

tree is a wonderful 

way to honor and 

remember the birth 

of a child. Thanks to a generous gift, the Institute 

will provide oak saplings to families of children 

born at Pennock Hospital during 2014. Please 

register to ensure enough trees are available. 

Saplings are also available the following week, 9 

am – 5 pm, while supplies last. 
 

Free 
 

Tree Identification Hike 
Friday, October 10 

6 – 8 pm 

Leaves, bark, buds, and branches can all be used 

to help to identify trees. During this 1.5 mile 

moderate hike (some hills), participants will be 

introduced to identifying characteristics for some 

of the 50 tree and shrub species found at the 

Institute. This program is helpful to students and 

scouts interested in developing a leaf collection. 
 

Members Free 

Non-Member Adults $6; Children $3  
 

Brewster Lake as seen from the observation deck off the Brewster Lake Trail (red trail) 

To register, please call (269) 721-4190  
or visit cedarcreekinstitute.org 



Register online at cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information. 

Pre-payment may be required for some events. 

Grow Your Own Mushrooms 
Saturday, October 11 

1 – 4 pm 
 

See page 5 for more information. 
 

October Brunch and Native 

Alternatives to Invasive 

Ornamental Shrubs Program 
Sunday, October 12 

Seatings at 11:30 am and 1 pm 

Free Program 12:15 pm 
 

Enjoy the changing colors, the crisp 

scent of fall, and a delicious meal. Chef 

Richard will prepare some of his favorite 

fall treats for your enjoyment.  Be sure 

to  join Cathy and Mike McMinn of 

Treecology, LLC as they describe some 

of the most threatening invasive 

ornamental shrubs and offer up native 

alternatives for landscaping. Cathy and 

Mike will have a small inventory of 

native trees and shrubs available for 

purchase immediately following their 

presentation. The program is free and 

brunch attendance in not required to 

attend the program.   
 

Member Adults $14; Children $7 

Non-Member Adults $16; Children $8 
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4 –10) 
 

Environmental Issues in  

Barry County 
Thursday, October 16 

9 am – 4 pm 
 

A diverse and easily-accessible natural 

environment is an important part of 

Barry County’s character. From invasive 

species to erosion, water diversions to 

urban sprawl, there are many 

environmental issues impacting Barry 

County. It is important for community 

members to recognize and work toward 

overcoming these environmental and 

potentially economic challenges. A 

facilitated discussion will identify some 

of the big issues facing Barry County 

and will bring the community together to 

develop ways of addressing these 

issues. 
 

Students and Members $15 

Non-Members $18  
Lunch is included. 

Saturday, October 18 and  

Sunday, October   19 

10 am – 5 pm 
 

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is one of the top 

destination venues for the fourth annual Arts 

and Eats weekend. Area artists will be 

displaying and selling their creations at the 

Institute for two full days. Stop by to talk with 

the artists, browse, purchase a few gifts, and 

then travel to another studio, farm, or 

restaurant. 
 

Arts and Eats is a back roads art, food, and 

farm tour of Barry and Allegan Counties. 

Many area organizations, agencies, and 

individuals have collaborated to produce this 

creative and entertaining experience. The 

event consists of artists creating in their 

studios, working farms producing local foods 

and fiber, and participating eateries using 

locally-sourced fruits, vegetables, meats, and 

beverages to produce fresh, nutritious, and 

colorful treats. 
 

To learn more about the tour and discover 

dozens of venues, visit ArtsandEats.org. 
 

Free admission at every venue 
 

Cooking with Beer 
Saturday, October 25 

3 – 5 pm 
 

Have fun learning to cook with locally-brewed 

beer! Chef Richard Centala will use several 

craft beers, anything from IPAs to porters, 

and create a five-course gourmet meal. 

Participants will be able to taste each beer 

and then learn how to prepare an appetizer, 

bread or pastry, salad or soup, entrée, and 

dessert using the different varieties. In past 

classes, chef has created pretzels with beer-

infused mustard, cheddar-beef-beer soup, 

pork loin with a beer marinade, fingerling 

potatoes with beer-base gravy, and a sweet 

porter ice cream. 
 

Members $15  l  Non-Members $18 
Limited to 20 participants 

11 

Bats of Michigan – Presented by 

the Organization for Bat 

Conservation 
Saturday, November 1 

6:30 – 8 pm 
 

See page 5 for more information 
 

Dried Flower Arranging 
Saturday, November 8 

9 am – Noon 
 

Join Patricia Baker-Smith from Nodding 

Thistle Farm as she helps participants 

create their own dried flower arrangement. 

The program will begin with a short hike, 

collecting natural materials from around 

the Institute. Participants will then learn 

about how to collect and dry their own 

flowers for arrangements. The workshop 

will end with an opportunity to create an 

arrangement that participants will take 

home. A variety of simple vases will be 

available, but participants are welcome to 

bring their own as well.  Ten inch tall vases 

and decorative crocks are recommended, 

especially those with six-inch diameter 

openings. 
 

Members $20  |  Non-Members $25 
 

Holiday Gift Show and Lunch 
Sunday, November 9 

11 am – 3 pm 

Lunch seating times:  

11 am – Noon , 12:15 – 1:15 pm,  

and 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
 

See back page for more information. 
 

Herbal Holiday Gifts  
Wednesday, November 19 

6:30 – 8 pm 
 

Learn a variety of ways to use herbs and 

essential oils to make gifts for every 

occasion. Connie Hanson will discuss and 

share some tasty foods that can be 

packaged as gifts for the holiday season. 

This is followed by ideas for using 

essential oils to make bath sachets, oils, 

bath salts, and more. Each participant will 

make three items to take home - linen 

spray, an all-purpose seasoning, and a jar 

of Christmas cappuccino!  
 

Members $22  |  Non-Members $26 

http://www.ArtsandEats.org
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Holiday Gift Show 

100% Post-Consumer 

Holiday Gift Show and Lunch 
Sunday, November 9    11 am – 3 pm 
 

Over 25 art vendors will be selling handcrafted and creative gifts during the 12th 

annual Holiday Gift Show. It’s the perfect place to find unique gifts—and maybe 

something for yourself, too! The Institute’s gift shop will feature locally-made 

birdhouses and feeders by Bill Stovall, founder of Stovall Products, who will be 

here to answer questions about his products.  
 

Don’t forget, members receive 15% off all gift shop purchases the day of the 

Holiday Gift Show. Bring a friend, and if he or she signs up to be a member, you 

and your friend each receive a coupon for $5 off your purchase of $15 or more in 

the Institute’s gift shop, good through December 31, 2014.  
 

The Gift Show is free and open to the public 
 

Stop and eat lunch while you are here! Chef Richard Centala will host a soup and 

sandwich buffet. Lunch includes appetizers, soups, sandwiches, desserts, and 

beverages. There will be three scheduled seating times; pre-registration and 

payment are required for the lunch.  
 

Lunch Seating Times:   

11 am – Noon  |  12:15 – 1:15 pm  |  1:30 – 2:30 pm 
 

Member Adults $11; Children $6  |  Non-Member Adults $13; Children $7 
(Plus 6% sales tax. Children ages 4–10) 

 

Please make your reservations early as the lunches fill up quickly. 

The gift shop will feature locally-made birdhouses and feeders 

by Bill Stovall, founder of Stovall Products. 


