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Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Welcomes New Education Director 

  
Hastings, MI – Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is proud to welcome Dr. Sara Parr Syswerda as its new 

education director. Syswerda will be leading the education department and biological field station at the 

Institute. She comes to the Institute from Kellogg Biological Station in Hickory Corners, MI where she held the 

position of post-doctoral researcher and K-12 partnership coordinator. 

“I am very excited to have Sara as part of our team,” said Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Executive Director 

Michelle Skedgell. “Her experience and enthusiasm for environmental education and our local community are 

just what is needed to help us become a leading force and vibrant center for environmental education and 

research. “ 

Syswerda’s educational background includes a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Cornell University 

and a Doctorate of Philosophy, with a specialization in Environmental Science and Policy, from Michigan State 

University. During her time at Kellogg Biological Station, Syswerda managed the teacher professional 

development programs, supervised graduate students, developed curriculum materials, and worked with 

teachers and students in 15 school districts. She has also been involved with grant writing, including a grant 

which funded the solar panels at Delton-Kellogg High School and biotechnology funding for Plainwell High 

School. 

“I really enjoy working with teachers and students,” said Syswerda. “I also enjoy working with 

undergraduate students, and the Institute is a truly amazing piece of property, so there is a tremendous 

opportunity to do high-quality research. Also, there is a chance to shape the educational programs here at the 

Institute. I have already worked with a lot of the K-12 teachers in Barry County and am excited to develop our 

program further. The other thing I am looking forward to is starting some long-term research projects on the 

property, especially involving water quality and the restoration of wildlife habitat.” 

Syswerda said there are relatively few K-12 science teachers in Barry County, and the Institute can 

provide professional development opportunities as schools transition to next generation science standards. 

 “If schools need a speaker, help with science projects, or a field course for high school seniors and 

independent study we can help,” said Syswerda. “Serving as a resource for the school districts, the Institute 

could have a large positive impact on local educational opportunities.” 
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Visit cedarcreekinstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 to register or for a calendar of events. Pierce Cedar 

Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd, 2.5 miles west of M-37 and 4.5 miles east of 

M-43. Trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Attached Photo: New Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Education Director Dr. Sara Parr Syswerda. 
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