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Help Students Learn About Nature through ScienceStrong at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

  

Hastings, MI – Nourishing young minds and improving science literacy in students is the goal of ScienceStrong, a 

new education program at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. A meeting will be held in the Institute’s auditorium on 

Thursday, January 8, from 4 – 5 pm, for anyone interested in volunteering with the program.  

Through ScienceStrong, the Institute offers field-based learning experiences for individual students and entire 

classrooms. Education Director Sara Syswerda will be highlighting 2014 accomplishments of the fledgling program 

and sharing plans for 2015. Syswerda will be asking those interested to become involved by working with students 

and teachers, developing field trips, helping with in-school programs, designing curriculum for local classrooms, or 

transporting science supplies to schools in Barry County. A science supplies loan program is also under development 

to help teachers bring more science projects into their classrooms. 

 “Pierce Cedar Creek Institute made a lot of progress in expanding its preschool through high school science 

education offerings in 2014, and I am very excited to look ahead in 2015 when we will be able to make an even 

greater impact,” said Syswerda. 

Anyone interested in helping to promote science education through ScienceStrong is encouraged to attend this 

meeting and share their ideas about providing more science resources to young students. For questions about the 

upcoming meeting and the ScienceStrong program, contact Sara Syswerda at 269-721-4434 or 

syswerdas@cedarcreekinstitute.org. 

The mission of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is “To promote environmental education, research, preservation, and 

appreciation.” Pierce Cedar Creek Institute is located south of Hastings at 701 W. Cloverdale Rd, 2.5 miles west of 

M-37 and 4.5 miles east of M-43. Trails are open to the public, seven days a week from dawn to dusk. 
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Barbara VanDyken is one of the dedicated volunteers helping young students learn about science through the 

ScienceStrong program at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. 
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